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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

PHILHARMONIC OPENS 106th SEASON WITH RACHMANINOFF

MANCHESTER NH, September 23, 2010 – The New Hampshire Philharmonic opens its 106th season with a concert featuring the music of Rachmaninoff. 

The Philharmonic presents a captivating work for piano and orchestra – the piano concerto #2 by Sergei Rachmaninoff. The music of Rachmaninoff has long been an audience favorite for its sweeping melodies and lush orchestration. 
The performance of the Rachmaninoff concerto features piano soloist Arlene Kies. Ms. Kies recently spoke about the concert with a reporter, from her home in Durham. “No matter how many times I return to the Rachmaninoff Second, I continue to be overwhelmed by its unabashed pathos and beauty.”
Ms. Kies performs widely as recitalist, concerto soloist and as chamber pianist. Her recent performance of the Ravel G Major Concerto with the Granite State Symphony was described by critics as “spectacular”. She performs later this year in recital with internationally renowned soprano Barbara Bonney. 
It is clear that Ms. Kies fully inhabits the piece. “The piece has a way of completely tapping the human capacity for joy, sorrow, passion, and transcendence.  Its ravishing beauty is anything but elitist, and I hope that our performance will leave every audience member as affected by its beauty as I was the first time I played it through as a young conservatory student.” 

Ms. Kies has performed the piece throughout her career. Ms. Kies first got to know the piece while studying at the New England Conservatory, and first performed the work as a Fulbright Fellow in Vienna. Ms. Kies is currently a member of the piano faculty of the University of New Hampshire, and is a New Hampshire Individual Artist’s Fellow. 
The concert is led by Music Director Anthony Princiotti, now in his 11th year at the podium of the Philharmonic. Kies last performed with Princiotti and the Philharmonic in 2006. Kies spoke glowingly of revisiting the collaboration. “Tony’s comprehensive control as a conductor allows for uninhibited, sweeping performances. I am thrilled to have this opportunity to work with him and with the NH Philharmonic again.  
As part of its season-long examination of the repertoire of Russia, the Philharmonic will also perform Tchaikovsky’s Symphony no. 5 at the concert. A work of longing and triumph, music commenter Susan Halpern has described the work as at the last “becoming proud and exultant, majestic, finally completely triumphant,… completely transformed into celebratory affirmation.”
The concert takes place Saturday evening, October 16, at the Palace Theatre Manchester. 

……………..
For its 106th season, the Philharmonic offers a four-concert series of classical and pops works, in performances at the Stockbridge Theater Derry and the Palace Theatre Manchester. 

Later in the season the orchestra will present the shocking Symphony no. 5 of Beethoven. The concert pairs the work with the dramatic Cello Concerto no. 1 of Shostakovich. The concert will include the music of Bach. 
Spring Pops will offer an evening of romantic enchantment. The evening will include a unique performance of Prokofiev’s Cinderella, as illustrated by the schoolchildren of New Hampshire. The presentation will be the high point of Year Five of the orchestra’s collaborative arts project Drawn to the Music.  

Holiday Pops will be an evening of holiday favorites, including selections from Messiah, Nutcracker and the carol sing-along. The evening will continue the successful multi-year collaboration with the choral programs of both Pinkerton Academy and the Timberlane School. 
The concerts will feature a select crop of soloists. Later in the season will see the return of renowned cellist and New Hampshire native Bonnie Thron, who last performed with the Philharmonic in 2002. Ms. Thron is currently Principal Cellist of the North Carolina Symphony. Violinist Elliott Markow and Oboist Amy Dinsmore will be featured in a lovely concerto for the two instruments by Bach. Other featured soloists include the two student winners of the Philharmonic’s state-wide concerto competition, now in its ninth year – violinist Laurel Gagnon of Hooksett and violist Rachel Finlayson of Etna. 
A theme of the season is an examination of great works from Russia of both the Romantic and Modern eras. The four-concert series explores great works by Tchaikovsky, Rachmaninoff, Prokofiev and Shostakovich. 

………….

The Philharmonic is the oldest orchestra in the state, performing continuously since 1905. The orchestra offers a high octane mix of musicians. The wind and brass sections are filled with professional soloists, music educators and finely trained adult amateurs from across New England. Alongside professionals and fine amateurs, the string section includes twelve of the most accomplished high school and college students from across the state. These musicians gather for the chance to create performances under the leadership of Music Director Anthony Princiotti. 

Returning for his eleventh season at the podium is Music Director Anthony Princiotti. Princiotti is a graduate of Juilliard, Tanglewood and Yale, and studied conducting with both Leonard Bernstein and Seiji Ozawa. Princiotti is also the Principal Guest Conductor of the Vermont Symphony Orchestra. 
Complete information about the season is available at the Philharmonic’s website nhphil.org. 

FINE PHOTO PORTRAITS OF MUSIC DIRECTOR AVAILABLE ELECTRONICALLY

……………………………………………………….
The New Hampshire Philharmonic connects people to the power of classical music, through compelling performances and educational programs. The Philharmonic is the state’s oldest orchestra, tracing its roots to 1905. The orchestra brings together the finest student, amateur and professional musicians from around the state in engaging performances of the core repertoire. 

The New Hampshire Philharmonic receives crucial and ongoing support from Peerless Insurance, the Frederick Smyth Institute, the New Hampshire State Council on the Arts, the National Endowment for the Arts, Graphicast, and from the members of the Philharmonic Society. 

The orchestra recognizes ongoing support from: Norwin and Elizabeth Bean Foundation, Doris Benz Trust, Byrne Foundation, Cogswell Benevolent Trust, Paul and Sandra Montrone, Farny R. Wurlitzer Foundation, Hinckley Allen Snyder and Target. 
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CALENDAR LISTING
106th season

The New Hampshire Philharmonic

Music Director Anthony Princiotti

2010-2011
Oct 16, 2010 (Saturday 8pm)

Palace Theatre Manchester

Fall Classics

The New Hampshire Philharmonic

Music Director Anthony Princiotti

Tchaikovsky Symphony 5

Rachmaninoff Piano Concerto 2

Nov 27, 2010 (Saturday 8pm)

Stockbridge Theatre Derry

Holiday Pops

The New Hampshire Philharmonic

Music Director Anthony Princiotti

Holiday favorites

Program to include selections from Messiah, Nutcracker and the carol sing-along. Concert collaboration with the combined choruses of Pinkerton Academy and Timberlane High School. 
March 12, 2011 (Saturday 8pm)

Palace Theatre Manchester

Spring Classics

The New Hampshire Philharmonic

Music Director Anthony Princiotti

Bach Concerto for Violin and Oboe

Shostakovich Cello Concerto 1

Beethoven Symphony 5

June 4, 2011 (Saturday 8pm)

Palace Theatre Manchester

Spring Pops

The New Hampshire Philharmonic

Music Director Anthony Princiotti

An evening of romantic enchantment

Program to include Prokofiev’s Cinderella






